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You will be aware of recent media  
items  on  the  use  of mobile 
phones by young people to send 
provocative images of themselves 
to others - a practice called 
“sexting”. 

A fact sheet from the Department 
of  Education  is attached for your 
information.  The May issue of the 
Department’s Click magazine also 
contains a podcast about 
“sexting”  and   strategies  for 
parents.  Go to 

www.schools.nsw.edu.au/click 

The message to students is 

“ Don’t post images of  
yourself and  

don't distribute  
any sent to you!”  
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The next newsletter will be distributed 
to students on Friday 22 May 2009 
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The Canteen has a supply of 

· Long sleeved white and yellow school shirts  -  2 for $40 or $25 each 

· The new black fleecy jumper with the school name embroidered in gold for $15 

· Black, gold and white school jackets for $40 

· Grey school pants for both boys and girls for $25 

· Black and gold school tracksuit pants for $25 
 

All items of school uniform are now available from the Canteen! 
 

Remember  -  coloured jumpers and fleecy tops are n ot part of our winter uniform!   
Scarves should be plain chocolate brown or black an d caps, not beanies, should be worn. 
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CHANGE TO THE LAST DAY OF TERM 4 2009 

The NSW Department of Education and Training has announced a change to the end of 
the school year dates for students.  The last day of school for students for 2009 is now 
Wednesday 16 December, not Friday 18 December as previously announced. 

Staff in all NSW government schools will be involved in a range of professional learning 
activities  on  Thursday 17 and Friday 18 December  as  part  of  a  recent  agreement    
between  the  NSW  Department  of  Education  and  Training and the NSW Teachers   
Federation. 
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Under  the new Education Tax Refund, parents and others who are eligible can now claim 50% of their 
eligible education expenses up to $750 for primary students and $1500 for secondary students. 
 
This  means  you  could  receive a refund each year of up to $375 for each primary and $750 for each 
secondary school student in your care.  
 
Are you eligible? 
 
To be eligible you must have received Family Tax Benefit Part A for each child whose education expenses 
you  wish  to claim. You can also claim the Education Tax Refund if you were stopped from receiving 
Family Tax Benefit Part A because your child received any of the following: 
 

   �     Youth Allowance (student) aged 18 
   �     Disability Support Pension 
   �     ABSTUDY 
   �     the Veterans’ Children Education Scheme 
   �     the Student Financial Supplement Scheme 
   �     a scheme under s258 of the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004  
   �     an Australian Postgraduate Award. 

 
Independent students are also eligible to claim. 
 
What can you claim? 
 
You can claim the purchase, lease, hire or hire-purchase costs, repairs and running costs of:   
· laptops, home computers and associated costs — for example, internet and paper  
· educational software,  printers,  USB flash drives,  disability aids to assist in the use of computer 

equipment for students with special needs 
· stationery and art supplies 
· school textbooks and associated learning materials 
· trade tools and safety equipment for secondary school trade courses.  

 
Some  of  the  expenses  you  cannot  claim  includ e school fees or the cost of school uniforms, 
school  excursions  or travel to and from school, m usical instruments or sporting equipment, 
clothing or footwear. For a more comprehensive list  visit  www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au   
 
When can you claim? 
 
You can claim your education expenses in your 2009 tax return. If you do not have to lodge a tax return, 
you will be able to lodge a separate claim with the Tax Office from 1 July 2009.  
 
Remember, you need to keep all receipts for expense s you claim.  
 
If your education expenses in one year are more than the claim limit for your children, you can add the 
excess to your education expenses for the following year. 

 
For more information:  

· visit www.educationtaxrefund.gov.au   

· phone the Tax Office on 13 28 61. 
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