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The next newsletter will be  
distributed to students on  

20 March 2009 
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¨ Hear about our outstanding HSC results  -  top UAI 97.4 in 2008 

¨ Information on curriculum, uniform, student welfare and special programs 

¨ Find out about our Positive Behaviour for Learning Program 

¨ Meet students, parents and staff and see our classrooms and grounds 

¨ See our school in action 

¨ Check out our school on DVD 

Entry via Cornock Avenue, Toongabbie 

Enrolment Enquiries 9631 9651 



�����	 �� ������� ��������� � ��$�
�������������������� � �������� � ���������������� ��������%�&��� �

�

���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� ����

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�

�

����������
�������
����������
Our school was honoured with an invitation to send representatives 
to the Australian launch of the Room to Read charity, which was 
held  in the State Library of NSW.  Some of Australia’s leading 
authors  of books for Young Adults spoke of the importance of 
reading.  They included Marlina Marchetta (author of Looking for 
Alibrandi), Susanne Gervey, and Libby Hathorn. 

The founder of Room to Read, John Wood, not only spoke but also 
donated a signed copy of his book “Leaving Microsoft to Change 
the World” which is now in our school library. 

Our students were also treated to a personalised tour of the State Library, including those parts that the general 
public never gets to see.  Who knew that there are 6 floors underground, with millions more books than those on 
display? 

As an added bonus, on the way back to Wynyard Station for the trip back to Pendle Hill, we also saw some of 
the Botanic Gardens, and even got to watch Ann Sanders preparing for televised news updates.  
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Students from Years 7 to 12 are now involved in completing formal assessment activities in each of 
their courses.  These activities contribute to each student’s final assessment mark for the semester. 

There are two basic types of tasks: 

  �  those which are set to be done in class or at an examination on a set date; 
  �  assignments which are to be handed in or completed by a set date. 

Generally, classes will be given at least ten days written notice of any tasks (whether they are to be 
completed in class or done as an assignment at home). 

Assignments must be submitted on the due date at the time specified by the teacher, or a penalty will 
apply. 

Where a teacher is absent and an assignment or assessment is due to be handed in, the work should 
be handed in to the Head Teacher for that subject on the due date. 

For  each  calendar day that a take home assignment or assessment task  is late, a mark penalty will 
apply.  Assignments must be submitted as a single, complete unit and not in parts or the penalty per 
day will apply to the whole assignment.   Why the penalty?   In order to be fair to all stude nts,  
especially those who get their work done and handed  in on time.  Both the School Certificate 
and HSC have rules about the satisfactory completio n of work and sitting for examinations on 
the required date. 

For  students  in Years 11 and 12,  the penalty is 40% for the first calendar day and 20% for each 
calendar day thereafter.  The penalty includes weekends and public holidays. 

For  students in Years 7,  8,  9  and 10,  the penalty is 20% for each calendar day late, including 
weekends and public holidays. 

Absent students are responsible for finding out details relating to any task issued during the period of 
their absence.  If  a  student  is in doubt about the task set or the date of its required submission, 
clarification  from  the  classroom  teacher should be sought.  It will not be adequate to rely on the 
advice of other students. 

For students in Years 11 and 12 , a medical  certificate  will  be  needed in the event of absence or 
failure to  submit  an  assignment/assessment  task  or  sit  for a test / examination on the required 
date.  In  this  case  students  will  be able to attempt the task or exam with no penalty.  Failure to 
present a medical certificate or to have been granted leave by the Principal will result in zero marks 
being awarded. 

For students from Years 7 to 10 a parent note is required if a student is absent from school on the 
day of an in-class assessment task or test.  Failure to submit the required parent note within five 
school days may result in zero marks being awarded and the task regarded as non-complete for 
Board of Studies satisfactory completion of courses requirements. 

Where  an  assignment  has  been  prepared at home and submitted for marking it is the student’s 
responsibility to retain a copy of that work so that it may be used in the event of loss of the submitted 
assignment or for the purpose of study for a test or formal examination. 

Please  contact  Mr  Mark  Avery,  Administration  Coordinator, for  further  information  about  
our assessment procedures. 

 

Top Tip  -  when your child says “I haven’t got any homework” make them sit down and show you 
each of their notebooks.  Check to see that all work is complete, worksheets are pasted in and that it 
is “best work”, not hurried work. 

Assignments should be worked on over a period of time, not just the night before the due date  -  
teachers expect to see quality, detailed work; not just a minimum attempt! 
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Each year the NSW Department of Education and Training offers emerging student leaders from 
Years 9, 10 and 11 the chance to “shadow” senior executive within the Department and see how 
educational  policy  relates  to schools.  In 2006 Sean Atiifale, our former School Captain, was 
selected to be the Department’s Director of Legal Services for a day.  Go to   

https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/educationweek/index.htm 
 

for further details.  If you are interested, you will need to complete an  Expression of Interest 
form by Friday 27 March and give it to Mrs Sims. 
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OPPORTUNITES FOR OUR STUDENTS 
THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD HSC AND CAREERS EXPO 2009  

Friday 15, Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 May 2009 10am to 5pm The Pavilion at Randwick Race-
course, Alison Road, Randwick. 

The HSC and Careers Expo will allow students and their parents to obtain information on the HSC, 
university courses, career information and resources. 

As well as an opportunity to speak with the exhibitors, there will be an opportunity to attend more than 
70 seminars on HSC subjects, course, study and career advice. 

The $10 admission charge allows entry on all 3 days of the Expo. 

See Mrs Consalvo for more information and to regist er your interest in attending as part of a 
school group on Friday 15 May. 


